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Letter No.: 94-40

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CALIFORNIA ALTERNATIVE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CAAP)

The purpose of this letter is to explain the CAAP and to inform the counties about the new aid codes 1o be
used for this program.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 1, 1994

BACKGROUND

SB 35 (Chapter 69, Statutes of 1993) requires the California Department of Social Services {CDSS) to
implement an Alternative Assistance Program. The purpose of this program is to help families' transition
from welfare to work. The program would allow recipients of, and applicants eligible for, Ald to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC) who have earned income to be eligible for this program if they decline or refuse
a cash grant. These CAAP recipients are AFDC recipients for purposes of Medi-Cal.

CAAP reciplents are sligible for child care assistance and AFDC cash-based Medi-Cat benefits. The CDSS
has an approved federal waiver to consider CAAP recipients to be zero-base grant AFDC recipients.

NEW AID CODES

DHS is establishing two new aid codes (3A and 3C) to identify CAAP individuals who decline or refuse an
AFDC cash grant and otherwise are designated in the AFDC-Family Group (FG) or AFDC-Unemployed
Parent group (U). An AFDC recipient may choose to receive CAAP benefits at application or at
recertification or redetermination. A CAAP participant may chose 10 receive an AFDC grant at any time.

Aid code 3A-CAAP AFDC (FG) is to be used to identify CAAP recipients who otherwise would be in federal
AFDC-FG.

Aid code 3C--CAAP AFDC (U) is to be used to identify CAAP recipients who otherwise would be in the
federal AFDC-U group.

PROCESS - CAAP

Counties will be using the same procedures including notice requirements that are used currently for AFDC
aid codes 30 and 35. Counties will report aid codes 3A and 3C the to Medi-Cal Eligibility Data System in

the same manner as they do aid codes 30 and 35. Worker alerts for the CAAP program will be the same
as in the regular AFDC program.








